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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schwartz et al. (US 5,894,597). 

Regarding claim 10, Schwartz teaches an electronic card reader (fig. 
1) for a mobile communications device, comprising: a housing 102; an 
electrical assembly, the assembly comprising a first set of electrical 
contacts 106 (fig. 2) and a second set of electrical contacts 416 (fig. 4) 
carried upon the housing, further wherein said electrical contacts are 
adapted for flexible engagement (fig. 4); a first card holder slide assembly 
110 (fig. 1) adapted to receive a first subscriber identity module (SIM) 
electronic card 108; a second card holder slide assembly 104 adapted to 
receive a second subscriber identity module (SIM) electronic card 101; 
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wherein tlie first set of electrical contacts engage the first SIM card and the 
second set of electrical contacts engage the second SIM card (col. 2, lines 
31-32). 

3. Claims 1-5, 9-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Tayloe (US 5,987,325) submitted by Applicant. 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Tayloe teaches a card reader (fig. 1), 
comprising: a housing 101 (fig. 2); inherently a first set of electrical contacts 
in SIM CARD READER 107 (fig. 2) carried upon the housing; inherently a 
second set of electrical contacts 107 in SIM CARD READER 107 (fig. 2) 
carried upon the housing; a first card holder slide assembly 107 (figs. 1-2) 
adapted to receive a first electronic card 105; and a second card holder 
slide assembly 1 07 (figs. 1 -2) adapted to receive a second electronic card 
105; and said housing 102 in communication with both said first card holder 
slide assembly and said second card holder slide assembly (col. 3, lines 
51-60, col. 4, lines 26-28). 

Regarding claim 2, Tayloe also teaches that the first electronic card 
comprises a subscriber identity module (SIM) card (col. 4, line 26). 
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Regarding claim 3, Tayloe also teaches that both the first and second 
electronic cards comprise subscriber identity module (SIM) cards (col. 4, 
line 26). 

Regarding claim 4, Tayloe also teaches that the first and second 
electronic cards 105 are substantially the same size (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Tayloe also teaches that the first set of electrical 
contacts and the second set of electrical contacts 107 are carried upon a 
common electrical assembly 101, 117 (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Tayloe also teaches that the reader operates in a 
cellular phone (fig. 1 of Tayloe). 

Regarding claim 12, Tayloe also teaches the SIM cards are 
substantially rectangular in shape (fig. 1, 105). 

4. Claims 1-10, 12-16, 21-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Bricaud et al. (WO 00/17806) submitted by Applicant. 

Regarding claims 1 and 10, Bricaud teaches a card reader (fig. 37), 
comprising: a housing 50; a first set of electrical contacts 100 carried upon 
the housing; a second set of electrical contacts 146 in carried upon the 
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housing; a first card holder slide assembly 152 adapted to receive a first 
electronic SIM card 56 (col. 19, line 24); and a second card holder slide 
assembly 154 separate from the first card holder slide assembly 152 
adapted to receive a second electronic SIM card 58 (col. 19, line 29); and 
said housing 50 in simultaneous electrical contact with both said first card 
holder slide assembly and said second card holder slide assembly 
(abstract). 

Regarding claim 2, Bricaud also teaches that the first electronic card 
comprises a subscriber identity module (SIM) card (col. 2, line 5 and lines 
18-19). 

Regarding claim 3, Bricaud inherently teaches that both the first and 
second electronic cards comprise subscriber identity module (SIM) cards 
(col. 2, lines 18-24 and line 5). 

Regarding claim 4, Bricaud also teaches that the first and second 
electronic cards 105 are substantially the same size (col. 4, lines 4-5). 

Regarding claim 5, Bricaud also teaches that the first set of electrical 
contacts and the second set of electrical contacts 56, 58 are carried upon a 
common electrical assembly 54 (fig. 35). 



Application/Control Number: 09/728,578 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2682 

Regarding claim 6, Bricaud teaclies contact elements wliicli are 
constructed by elongated elements 100, 146 (fig. 25). 

Regarding claim 7, Bricaud also teaches that the elongated contact 
elements further comprise curved, resilient contact tips adapted for 
electrical communication with said electronic cards (see fig. 25, numerals 
100, 146). 

Regarding claim 8, Bricaud also teaches that the elongated contact 
elements electrically engage said first and second electronic cards at 
multiple contact points (fig. 25, numerals 100, 146 of Bricaud). 

Regarding claim 9, Bricaud also teaches that the riBader operates in a 
cellular phone (col. 2, lines 25-26). 

Regarding claim 12, Bricaud also teaches the SIM cards are 
substantially rectangular in shape (fig. 35, numerals 56, 58). 

Regarding claim 13, Bricaud also teaches that said first and second 
card holder slide assemblies each comprise a flat base with a plurality of 
side walls, further wherein the first and second SIM cards each are adapted 
for placement in a position upon the flat base of the first and second card 
holder slide assemblies, respectively, such that the SIM cards are oriented 
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substantially between side walls and securely within said holder slide 
assemblies (see fig. 35). 

Regarding claim 14, Bricaud also teaches that at least one card 
holder slide assembly comprises an aperture window (fig. 36, numeral 58). 

Regarding claim 15, Bricaud also teaches that said first set of 
electrical contacts are elongated and are provided in a substantially parallel 
arrangement (numeral 100, 146, fig. 25). 

Regarding claim 16, Bricaud also teaches that the elongated 
electrical contacts each comprise a proximal end and a distal end, wherein 
the distal ends of said elements are curved to facilitate resilient 
engagement with said SIM cards (100, 146, fig. 25). 

Regarding claim 21, the claims is interpreted and rejected for the 
same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 22, Bricaud also teaches inserting the second SIM 
card 58 into the second card holder slide assembly 154 to form a second 
loaded slide assembly; placing the second loaded slide assembly into 
operative position within the housing 50; and engaging the second set of 
electrical contacts 146 with the second SIM card 58 (fig. 35). 
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Regarding claim 23, the claims is interpreted and rejected for the 
same reason as set forth in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 25, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 1 2. 

Regarding claim 26, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 27, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 14. 

Regarding claim 28, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 15. 

Regarding claim 29, the claim is interpreted and rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 16. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes 
that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the 
time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the 
contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point 
out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly 
owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 

U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 6-9, 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tayloe in view of Bricaud. 

Regarding claim 6, Tayloe does not explicitly teach that the electrical 
contacts comprise elongated contact elements. In the same field of art, 
Bricaud teaches contact elements are constructed by elongated elements 
100, 146 (fig. 25). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of 
Bricaud to the card reader of Tayloe in order to enhance contacting 
between the cards and the card reader. 
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Regarding claim 7, Tayloe as modified by Bricaud also teaches that 
the elongated contact elements further comprise curved, resilient contact 
tips adapted for electrical communication with said electronic cards (see fig. 
25, numerals 100, 146 of Bricaud). 

Regarding claim 8, Tayloe as modified by Bricaud also teaches that 
the elongated contact elements electrically engage said first and second 
electronic cards at multiple contact points (fig. 25, numerals 100, 146 of 
Bricaud). 

Regarding claim 9, Tayloe as modified by Bricaud also teaches that 
the reader operates in a cellular phone (fig. 1 of Tayloe). 

Regarding claim 13, Tayloe as modified also teaches that said first 
and second card holder slide assemblies each comprise a flat base with a 
plurality of side walls, further wherein the first and second SIM cards each 
are adapted for placement in a position upon the flat base of the first and 
second card holder slide assemblies, respectively, such that the SIM cards 
are oriented substantially between side walls and securely within said 
holder slide assemblies (see fig. 35 of Bricaud). 
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Regarding claim 14, Tayloe as modified by Bricaud also teaches that 
at least one card holder slide assembly comprises an aperture window (fig. 
36, numeral 58 of Bricaud). 

Regarding claim 15, Tayloe as modified by Bricaud also teaches that 
said first set of electrical contacts are elongated and are provided in a 
substantially parallel arrangement (numeral 100, 146, fig. 25 of Bricaud). 

Regarding claim 16, Tayloe as modified by Bricaud also teaches that 
the elongated electrical contacts each comprise a proximal end and a distal 
end, wherein the distal ends of said elements are curved to facilitate 
resilient engagement with said SIM cards (100, 146, fig. 25 of Bricaud). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 3/17/2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

SCHWARTZ REJECTION 

Regarding the rejection of independent claim 10, Applicant argues 
that the claim requires "wherein the first set of electrical contacts engage 
the first SIM card and the second set of electrical contacts engage the 
second SIM card", and Schwartz's disclosure does not contain such a 
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configuration because Schwartz's disclosure is for electrical contact with 
the first card "or" the second card. 

The examiner disagrees. The claim does not requires that the first set 
and second set of electrical contacts simultaneously engages the first and 
second SIM card, respectively. Therefore, Schwartz still anticipates claim 1 
limitation. 

TAYLOE REJECTION 

Regarding the rejection of independent claims 1 and 10, Applicant 
contends that the SIM card readers 107 in figures 1 and 2 of Tayloe can 
not be read as card holder slide assemblies with electronic cards as 
required by the claims. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant's card 
holder slide assemblies with electronic cards are used to read information 
from the electronic SIM cards. The card readers107 of Tayloe provide the 
same function, i.e. they are used to read electronic SIM cards. One having 
skilled in the art would recognize the indifference between the claimed 
language and Tayloe's disclosure. Therefore, Tayloe does anticipate the 
limitation of claims 1-5, 9-10 and 12. 
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BRICAUD REJECTION 

Bricaud can not anticipate tine claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(b), but tlie 
reference still anticipates the claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(a). It is just a 
typographical error. 

Applicant further contends that Bricaud does not teach the first and 
second card holder assembly as recited in claims 1 and 10. Instead 
Bricaud only discloses a single card holder assembly. 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. In Bricaud, the first 
card assembly 152 used to hold the first SIM card 56 (figs. 9, 1 1) is 
separated from the second card assemble 154 used to hold the second 
SIM card 58 (figs. 9, 12). Consequently, the card assembly 152 is 
separated from the second card assembly 154. Therefore, claims 1-10, 12- 
16 and 21-29 are anticipated by Bricaud. 

COMBINATION OF TAYLOE AND BRICAUD 

Regarding the rejection of claim 8, Applicant contends that no 
disclosure in either Tayloe or Bricaud suggests a combination. 
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9. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to 
combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can 
only be established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art 
to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, 
or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 
F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, providing the 
teaching of Bricaud to the card reader of Tayloe enhances contacting the 
cards and the card reader. 

Regarding the rejection of claim 13, in response to applicant's 
arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 
208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

Regarding the rejection of claim 15, Applicant contends that Bricaud 
component 58 in figure 36 is not an aperture window, rather it is a card. 
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In response, the examiner understands tiiat. The question is that 
what is the claimed aperture window. No specific definition recited in the 
claim that defines this window. Therefore, as seen in figure 36 of Bricaud, 
one can not see the card 58 without a window of the card assembly 54. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

1 0. Claims 11,1 7-20, 24, 30-33 were allowed. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final 
action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the 
mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to LEE NGUYEN whose telephone 
number is (703)-308-5249. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 
AM -4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, VIVIAN CHIN can be reached on (703) 308-6739. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). f] /I , 



LEE NGUYEN / 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2682 




